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Welcome to Hallgarten’s Organic, 
Biodynamic & Sustainable Handbook ...
detailing the wines in our portfolio which have ecological or environmentally 
conscious credentials. Also included is a section about our producers who follow 
a Minimal Intervention approach to their winemaking. Not only do these wines 
taste great, but they provide a talking point and are imbued with a story that runs 
through the wine itself. 

Natural wines have seen a surge in popularity since the French chef Claude 
Bosi made the headlines in 2011, when his two Michelin star restaurant, 
Hibiscus, launched a progressive wine list made up almost entirely of natural 
and biodynamic wines. These styles have become more commonplace on wine 
lists and the shelves of independent retailers, with consumers keen to explore 
wines which have greener credentials which have been produced with minimal 
intervention or impact on the environment. 

However, there is still some mystery surrounding the terms organic, biodynamic 
and sustainable and how these wines are produced. How does an organic wine 
differ from a biodynamic one? What does minimal intervention mean? This guide 
intends to help demystify these terms. We have also produced a chart to highlight 
which producers fall into which categories.

guide to icons used:

 artificial 
pesticide-free

 No filtration

 low sulphur

 recycling

 Guided by 
Lunar cycle  

 Compost

 Use LED Lighting

 Use of Horses

 Field-blend

 
 egg-shaped vats

 
 Gravity-fed

 Low power usage

 Use Solar Power

  Use Amphoras



Certified organic wine is produced from grapes grown in 
accordance with the principles of organic farming and is 
audited by the recognised body in the country of origin, 
according to strict regulations and viticultural practices, which 
allows the term 'organic wine' to be used. In essence this is a 
return to old-fashioned, less intensive agricultural practices, 
but it is only since the 2012 vintage that there has been a 
definition of organic wine within the EU.

The vines are cultivated in vineyards where the environment 
is respected and biodiversity is encouraged. The use of 
artificial pesticides, herbicides, fungicides and fertilisers is 
strictly prohibited, though certain fertilisers (typically derived 
from animal or vegetable matter) are allowed. The vines are 
encouraged to draw essential minerals from the soil and so 
develop a better resistance to disease. Weed control is carried 
out by ploughing or by growing cover crops. The cover 
crops act in turn as hosts for beneficial natural predators and 
provide an ecological form of pest control. 

The process of converting a vineyard to certified organic takes 
three years. Any non-organic treatments are strictly forbidden 
and their use would mean the estate would have to begin 
the process again. 

In addition to organic practices in the vineyard, there are 
restrictions with the winemaking, including a reduced use 
of sulphur dioxide. 

Hallgarten has a number of organic producers and wines.

Here’s a guide to our range with an organic certification:
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france
Château de Grand Pré  |  Beaujolais

A state-of-the-art producer making very fine Beaujolais Cru wines which express a depth of fruit and 
complexity which have serious structure on the palate. These wines are made without the use of pesticides in 
the vineyards; they are unfiltered and have only a minimal amount of sulphur added during the vinification 
process, resulting in outstanding purity of fruit.

           

Clos Troteligotte  |  Cahors

A single vineyard located on the plateau of Cahors producing outstanding organic Malbec wines. The estate 
is run by Emmanuel Rybinski, a young and passionate winemaker, who follows both organic and biodynamic 
principles and a philosophy of minimal intervention. Each wine is a reflection of the micro terroir found in the 
12 hectare, iron-rich vineyard. The wines are made as naturally as possible, using indigenous yeasts during 
the fermentation, which takes place in concrete vats. Nothing is added during vinification other than minimal 
sulphur to the K-Or and K-Lys. The K-nom has zero-added sulphur. Emmanuel is also experimenting with 
amphora which he believes allow the particles to move more freely, giving a more integrated wine.  
The estate is also being converted to biodynamic. 

              
Domaine Jean Goulley  |  Chablis

In 1991 Philippe Goulley became one of the very first certified organic producers in Chablis. The Domaine was 
founded in 1986 by Philippe’s father, Jean Goulley. The family owns 18 hectares of vineyard, of which 4.5 are 
located in the Premier Cru districts of Fourchaume and Montmains. Philippe believes in the ethos of organic 
farming along with that of minimal intervention; all of his vineyards are farmed organically, yields are kept low 
and there is a restricted use of sulphur. Philippe believes in higlighting terroir and he produces his wines in an 
unoaked style, allowing them to reveal the purity, minerality and vitality of the soil.   
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france cont.

Domaine de la Ville Rouge  |  Crozes Hermitage, Rhône

A family Domaine established in 2006 by Edgar and Jocelyn Girard and now run by their son Sebastien. 
Having already converted the vineyards and winery to be certified as organic, Sebastien now also looking to 
follow biodynamic methods. 

Domaines des Cigalounes  |  Lirac, Rhône

Certified as organic since 2012, this seven hectare property is located on the rocky plateau between the 
villages of Tavel and Lirac, on the opposite bank of the Rhône from Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Winemaker, 
Severine Lemoine as a non-interventionist, looks for finesse and silky tannins, rather than over-extraction. 

Domaine Saint Damien  |  Gigondas, Rhone

The Domaine took its name from the St. Damien chapel, located in the tiny hamlet of La Baumette, just outside 
the village of Gigondas. This is also home to Joel Saurel, the owner of the Domaine St Damien and the fourth 
generation to have carefully tended this family estate since 1821. In 2013, Romain joined his father on the 
estate, which has been certified as organic since 2012.   

According to Parker, “Proprietor Joel Saurel, backed up by the inimitable Philippe Cambie 
as his consultant, has transformed this estate into one of the greatest in Gigondas, rivalling 
the two top producers, Yves Gras’ Santa Duc and Louis Barruol’s Saint Cosme.”  

 The Cotes du Rhônes Villages Plan de Dieu is aged in concrete vats and is made without fining or filtration. 
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france cont.

Domaine La Rouviole  |  Minervois, Languedoc

This independent family estate was established by the Léonor family in 1956 and is located in the renowned 
Cru La Livinière production area of the Minervois region. Certified as organic since the 2011 vintage, the vines 
are grown on a hillside vineyard which benefits from more than 300 days of sunshine per year. Grown in chalky 
and clay soils, these carefully produced wines are truly expressive of their Minervois terroir.  

  

Gérard Bertrand - Naturalys & Prima Nature  |  Languedoc

After a successful rugby career, organic and biodynamic pioneer Gérard Bertrand took over the family 
wine business, which owns some of the most prestigious crus in the Languedoc-Roussillon. As the son of 
winegrower Georges Bertrand, Gérard was brought up in the Languedoc vineyards and is now committed to 
sharing the characteristics and exceptional diversity of the different terroirs, while being an innovative leader 
in producing organic and biodynamic wines. Adhering to responsible agricultural specifications, Gérard 
applies Terra Vitis and organic farming standards throughout his estates. Some of the vineyards are also 
managed following biodynamic guidelines certified by DEMETER. The Naturalys range is certified organic as 
are the Prima Nature wines which are also sulphite free.   

          

spain 
pinord mas blanc  |  priorat

The Pinord family believe respecting nature is the best way to achieve wines with a unique character. In the last 
decade, Pinord has been true to this philosophy and at their 18 hectare Priorat estate, Mas Blanc, they have 
gone one step further than organic by also adopting biodynamic farming practices.
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Italy 
Basilisco  |  Basilicata

This estate, owned by Feudi di San Gregorio comprises 20 hectares of vineyard in the hills of Monte Vulture, 
near Barile. A combination of volcanic soils, rich in humus and minerals, and the specific microclimate with a 
large diurnal temperature range, give the ideal conditions for growing grapes organically. The winery started 
the conversion in 2012 and the wines are certified from the 2015 vintage.

Colomba Bianca  |  Sicily

Colomba Bianca harvest over 1,000 hectares of organic vineyard and have another 1,000 hectares currently 
under conversion. It is their commitment to quality and to harvesting individual batches of wine that appealed 
to Steve Daniel, who works with the winery to put together blends for the UK. 

“ You could say they are a small boutique winery,” says Daniel, “ the fruit harvested is fantastic and there is 
an incredible drive for quality”.

   

New Zealand 
Mahana estates  |  Nelson

Mahana Estates embraces Certified Organic viticulture and minimal input winemaking at its state-of-the-art, 
gravity flow winery. The vineyards are located in the Moutere Hills and the Waimea Plains of Nelson 
and produce dynamic and uncompromising wines.

Overseen by the expertise of winemaker, Michael Glover, who is considered to be one 
of the top winemakers in Australasia, the wines are a genuine expression of site.
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Biodynamic wine is produced following a spiritual, ethical and 
ecological approach to agriculture, as laid out by philosopher 
Rudolf Steiner in the 1920s. This philosophy recognises 
the connection between all living things, the importance of 
biodiversity, and sustainability, which is a common theme 
shared by the organic movement. Where biodynamic practice 
differs is that it looks at the vineyard within the context of the 
larger environment, utilising the lunar cycles, earth rhythms, 
astrology and the interconnection between these energy 
sources to dictate the timing of viticultural activity.

Biodynamics sees the vineyards and grapes treated with 
homeopathic sprays and preparations, in addition to 
organically derived preparations. Nitrogen-enhancing cover 
crops are also planted. Humus levels increase in the soil 
leading to greater microbial activity and improved aeration 
and retention of moisture around the roots of the vines. These 
principles intend to create a harmony between the rhythm of 
the vineyard and the vine’s capacity to bear fruit. 

 
BIODYNAMIC



| 9

 Biodynamic homeopathic preparations as coded by Rudolph Steiner include:
Y Female cow horns filled with cow manure (500)  |  The female cow horns are 
 buried in the ground over the winter to help develop humus, attracts worms 
 and micro organisms. A spray produced from 500 (and sometime with added 
 fish emulsion and seaweed) is applied to the soil three times a year when the 
 moon is in opposition to Saturn or is descending.
Y Female cow horns filled with quartz crystals (501)  |  The female cow horns are 
 buried in the ground in winter and dug up in autumn to help photosynthesis 
 and mineral uptake in the soil. 501 is also sprayed on the leaves of the vines 
 three times a year or as needed. 
Y Yarrow flowers (502)  |  boosts the vine’s resistance against insect attacks.
Y Chamomile (503)  |  stimulates bacteria for nitrogen fixing in the soil and 
 strengthens the vine’s regenerative activity.
Y Stinging nettle (504)  |  helps decomposition and chlorophyll formation.
Y Oak bark (505)  |  rebalances the soil and protects against fungal diseases.
Y Dandelion (506)  |  makes the vine more sensitive, can increase flowering.
Y Valerian flowers (507)  |  contains vine vigour and mobilizes bacteria in the soil.
Y Equisetum tea (508)  |  protects against fungus and mildew.

The philosophy also believes that moon rhythms have a strong influence on life on 
earth. Similar to tidal movements, it is believed that the sap of plants and all other 
liquids including those within the earth’s mantle rise and fall. Viticultural practices 
are therefore conducted according to these moon rhythms.

Another critical influence is the position of the moon in relation to the planets. 
The best time to plant a vineyard is the 48 hour period before the moon and 
Saturn are in opposition (the moon’s forces bring calcium and Saturn’s bring silica).

Take a look at the biodynamic producers in the Hallgarten portfolio:
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france
Alphonse Mellot  |  Sancerre, Loire

The Mellot family began making wine in 1513. Today, two generations of the family (both Alphonse) 
run the business that has over the years, grown into an iconic winery. Much of the reputation comes from 
the work of Alphonse Senior who took over the running of the estate in the 1970s and began focusing on 
quality rather than volume.  Alphonse Junior has taken the reins from his father and, working together with 
his sister Emmanuelle, is making world-class wines on the 47 hectares estate which is farmed organically 
and biodynamically.

Domaine des Carabiniers  |  RhÔne

The Domaine covers 40 hectares in the Tavel, Lirac and Cotes du Rhône appellations and the vineyards 
have been certified organic since 2000 and biodynamic since 2011. Owned by the Leperchois family, 
who are keen devotees of the biodynamic philosophy, the Domaine produces a well-structured and 
          smooth style of Côtes du Rhône. 
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france cont. 

Gérard Bertrand - Domaine de Cigalus  |  Languedoc

Domaine de Cigalus has been cultivated using biodynamic methods since it was acquired by Gérard Bertrand 
in 1995. Bertrand has adopted biodynamic methods which demand a profound respect for the environment 
and terroir.

This method of farming is based on the use of compost and biodynamic mixtures made from medicinal plants, 
instead of chemical treatments. 

    

Gérard Bertrand - Clos d’Ora  |  Minervois, Languedoc

This nine hectare vineyard, enclosed by dry stone walls, is located at La Livinière in the Minervois. At Clos 
d’Ora, Bertrand has opted to use biodynamic methods for working the vines, using horses and mules to foster 
connections between minerals, vegetables, animals and humans.

Nestled in the vines is the small, stylish but unobtrusive winery, complete with a meditation area which exudes 
a tranquillity that radiates through the estate. The resultant wine reveals an exceptional richness and opulence. 
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Hands-off or minimal intervention winemaking is becoming 
increasingly popular as consumers look for a natural approach 
to their wine. This style of winemaking challenges many of the 
techniques and procedures that are commonplace in wine 
production.

By eschewing chemicals and additives in the vineyard and 
winery, and in some cases by using only tiny amounts of 
sulphur dioxide in the winemaking process, devotees believe 
that to the resulting wines offer a truer expression of the grape 
and terroir. 

LOW SULPHUR/  
HANDS OFF 
WINEMAKING
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Australia
Laissez Faire by Larry Cherubino  |  Western Australia

The philosophy behind this range is to create wines that are an exact expression of terroir, rather than what the 
winemaker can create in the winery; hence the name Laissez Faire. Sustainable principles are followed in the 
vineyard and the ungrafted vines are dry grown and not irrigated. In the winery, only wild yeasts are used and 
no other additions or enzymes are employed. Only a tiny amount of sulphur is used just prior to bottling to 
keep the wines stable and clean.

    

Italy
Ancilla  |  Lombardy

Located on the shores of Lake Garda in north east Italy, this boutique Lugana producer makes minimum-
intervention wines from Trebbiano di Lugana, known locally as the Turbiana grape. This precise range includes 
the fresh and complex 1909, which is produced and bottled without any added sulphur. The vineyards have 
been farmed organically for the many years and are now awaiting certification.

      

Santa Maria La Nave  |  Etna, Sicily

Situated on the north western slopes of Etna, this is one of the highest vineyards in Europe, planted by 
boutique winery Santa Maria La Nave. Made with a minimal addition of sulphur just before bottling, the 
wines are preserved with naturally high levels of sulphur from the soil as a result of volcanic ash eruptions. 
Only 6,000 bottles are produced each year with vintage variation dependent on volcanic activity.

         

LOW SULPHUR/  
HANDS OFF 
WINEMAKING
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france
Domaine Joblot  |  Givry, Burgundy

The Joblot family is one of the leading producers of Givry and is renowned for refined, sumptuous, spicy 
and balanced wines. Juliette Joblot follows a non-interventionist philosophy, with only 10% of the grapes 
being de-stemmed.

The grapes undergo a long, cool maceration for optimum extraction and a natural fermentation takes place in 
semi-closed tanks. This method limits the oxidation of the juice as much as possible and allows for the minimal 
addition of sulphur.  

      

hungary
Majoros  |  Tokaj

László Majoros is one of the rising stars of Hungarian wine.

He makes Furmints from grapes grown on the volcanic soils of Tokaj in a slightly oxidative style, 
which comes from a four month fermentation with skin contact and minimal sulphur use.  
The resulting wine is complex yet fresh.  
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south africa
The Three Foxes  |  Swartland

These South African mavericks do not like putting anything other than grapes in their wines; no yeasts, acids, 
enzymes, tannins, and only minimal levels of sulphur.

To preserve the true character of the wines, they are bottled unfiltered and un-fined.
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The Oxford English Dictionary defines sustainable in an 
environmental context as “conserving an ecological balance 
by avoiding depletion of natural resources”. 

In France, the term 'la lutte raisonée' means sustainable 
viticulture and is becoming common viticulture parlance. 
To produce wine by these rules makes sense in an industry in 
which the source material is wholly dependent on the 
natural resources of soil, water and sunlight. However, it 
must be acknowledged that the term is rather vague and 
many producers interpret it as they see fit. Some choose 
an environmental approach focusing on renewable energy 
and their ecological footprint, while others take a social 
responsibility stance and are more concerned with welfare 
of their staff and local community. 

SUSTAINABLE 
WINEMAKING
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Argentina
Piattelli  |  Mendoza & Cafayate

The gravity fed winery in Cafayate is one of the few gravity-flow vinification systems in Argentina, 
and the Mendoza vineyards are USDA-certified organic. The winery follows a low-volume philosophy, 
focusing on the quality rather than volume. If there are fewer grapes the vine can concentrate its efforts 
and yield healthy, flavourful grapes. 

   

Doña Paula  |  Mendoza 

Doña Paula is at the forefront of exploring and investing in new, high quality wine regions in Argentina, 
with vineyards located in the best sub-regions of Mendoza including Ugarteche (Luján de Cuyo), 
Gualtallary (Uco Valley) and Altamira (Uco Valley). 

Doña Paula practices sustainable methods, maximising the true expression of terroir, including the 
implementation of a controlled irrigation system using meltwater from the Andes and the minimal 
use of pesticides and fungicides in the vineyard. To minimise the impact on the environment, Doña Paula 
use weeds, endemic plants and natural fertilisers.  
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australia
Berton Vineyard  |  South Australia

Bob Berton is a forward-thinking producer with a keen eye on the environment. Significant investments have 
been made in order to reduce their carbon footprint. In addition to recycling waste, Berton uses carbon 
reduced bottles which use 30% less glass.  In the winery, ion exchange technology is used which helps to 
reduce the need to chill the wines; this, coupled with the insulation of tanks and chilling at night, is one of the 
measures taken to help minimise power usage.   

The grape marc and waste are recycled. The tartaric acid is extracted and later bought back for use in the 
winery, the spirit is distilled out of the grape marc and the dry extract is then burnt in a furnace, which is used 
to power the plant. Once the cream of tartar and tartaric acids have been extracted, the remainder is made 
into lime for fertiliser, which in turn goes back onto the vineyards. 

The watering regimes in the vineyard have been examined to reduce the amount used, without damaging 
the vines. With this in mind, Berton is experimenting with pruning, the timing of water applications, soil 
amelioration and canopy management.  

    
    

Eden Road  |  Canberra District

Eden Road works with vineyard owners to foster a natural approach to vineyard management using 
traditional, natural and manual methods. Work in Eden Road's cellar is continuously becoming more 
traditional; for example, they rely less on pumps and more on gravity. Mostly natural yeasts are used 
and tartaric acid is rarely added. Eden Road is working towards being 100% sustainable. 

  

Ocean Eight  |  Mornington Peninsula, Victoria

Winemaker Mike Aylward works meticulously in the vineyard and maintains that grape growing is the key to 
quality; while simple winemaking practices usually produce the greatest wines. The Aylward family believe that 
care and attention in the vineyard and minimal intervention in the winery, which is gravity fed, is fundamental 
to the quality of wines. Ocean Eight has one of the lowest sulphur regimes on the Peninsula.  
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chile
Viña Echeverria  |  Curico Valley

Awarded the Wines of Chile Sustainable Certification, Viña Echeverria works hard to reduce the environmental 
impact of its facilities, products and operations. It practices responsible farming in the vineyard and winery, 
which includes using organic processes and biodegradable products, as well as flood irrigation, while 
encouraging the natural biodiversity of the land.

    

Viña Pérez Cruz  |  Maipo Valley

The winery holds the Wines of Chile Sustainable Certification and participates in projects that benefit the 
local residents. Built from local wood with two barrel-shaped central naves, the winery has an exterior arch 
that evokes the passing of wind through trees. Its sustainable design incorporates a gravity flow process and 
has a three million litre capacity. By taking advantage of the conditions below ground, temperature and 
humidity are controlled naturally in the cellar.

Oveja Negra  |  Maule Valley

A black sheep is someone out of the ordinary who attracts attention and stands out from the crowd. 
Winemaker Edgard Carter seeks to combine sustainable viticulture with innovative winemaking, to produce 
fruit-driven wines of real character. Carter remarks, “ Sustainability, expression of terroir, and quality are key. 
The aim is to deliver wines with superior quality, at fair prices, made in harmony with nature.”       
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france
Château de Tracy  |  Pouilly Fumé, Loire

This Loire producer has signed up to the Exploitation de Haute Valeur Environnementale (HVE) French 
sustainability initiative, which champions sustainable production and consumption in agriculture. The 
principles include the promotion of biodiversity, water management and fertiliser controls, which Château 
de Tracy follows. In the winery a mixture of old concrete vats, epoxy vats and old oak vessels are used for 
fermentation and ageing, whilst natural yeasts are used to ferment the wines. Vinification takes place without 
additions until sulphur at bottling, producing wines that display not only a purity of fruit but are a true 
expression of Pouilly Fumé terroir.  

 
       

Domaine Lavigne  |  Saumur-Champigny, Loire

Run by Pascale Lavigne and her husband, Antoine Véron, Domaine Lavigne comprises 38 hectares and has 
a reputation for producing quality wines, whilst respecting the environment. The Saumur AOC has been 
working with producers on a sustainable farming charter and Domaine Lavigne has been a leading figure in 
its implementation. The Domaine has undertaken a weather tower project, which helps the whole appellation 
limit treatments by preventing rain and fog damage. Pascale uses a minimal amount of chemicals in the 
vineyards. Grass is grown between the vines to control weeds, while helping with soil conservation and soil 
water management. In addition to this, a minimal amount of sulphur is added during the winemaking process.

  

Domaine Albert Morot  |  Côte d’Or, Burgundy

Winemaker Geoffroy Choppin de Janvry takes a minimum intervention approach to winemaking and follows 
biodynamic principles. The wines are certified organic from the 2015 vintage.
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france cont.

Domaine Nicolas Rossignol  |  Volnay, Burgundy

The wines of the Nicolas Rossignol estate are produced using sustainable and organic farming and 
winemaking practices, which have also been inspired by biodynamic principles. The grapes are grown with 
limited intervention in the vineyard, no chemical herbicides are used and the soils are maintained through 
light ploughing. In the winery, the wines are vinified using traditional winemaking techniques and are bottled 
without fining or filtration, producing wines which are renowned for having excellent body and rich tannins.  

              

Domaine Pierre Naigeon  |  Côtes de Nuits, Burgundy

The Naigeon family has been established in Gevery Chambertin for more than 150 years. Pierre Naigeon 
passionately believes in sustainable farming without the use of pesticides and looks to produce wines full 
of fragrance, whilst revealing the natural terroir. “Our philosophy is to produce quality fruit and wine with 
minimal human intervention,”  says Pierre. This is achieved through the careful cultivation of the soils 
and the use of organic fertilisers to reinforce the natural defences of the vines against disease.

    

Domaine de la Solitude  |  Châteauneuf du Pape, Rhône

Florent Lancon has recently started working with newly designed tulip-shaped concrete vats which were 
initially designed for Cheval Blanc and are at the cutting edge of winemaking technology. The 13% inclination 
of the vats allows efficient but delicate and natural pumping over of the reds which optimises the exchange 
between juice and skins. The tulip shape allows the juice to move freely during fermentation and ageing, 
allowing a more homogenous liquid. The thick walls provide insulation and ensure stable temperatures 
during fermentation, so there is no need for refrigeration. Florent vinifies his best parcels separately using 
natural yeasts. 
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france cont.

ChÂteau Lestrille  |  Bordeaux

Château Lestrille is working with the Système de Management Environnemental du Vin de Bordeaux which 
delivers the collective ISO 14001 certification. The Château has implemented measures to improve pest 
management in order to reduce the need to spray, while constantly monitoring the vineyards and respecting 
the balance of the soil. Owner Estelle Roumage believes the essence of winemaking lies in the vineyard itself 
and comments: “ The reality is that organic practices are not the one and only solution. Whilst different 
practices use different methods, they each follow the same objective: less spraying, less energy consumption 
and more respect of the environment and the people that work within it.”

  

Domaine Georges Vernay  |  Condrieu, Rhône

Christine Vernay, daughter of founder Georges Vernay, the king of Condrieu, owns vineyards in which the 
world’s very first Viognier vines were planted.  At Domaine George Vernay, respect for nature is a focus in 
both the vineyard and the winery. While constantly striving to improve quality, the grapes are treated using 
methods that respect both flora and fauna. The very hilly vineyard makes mechanisation impossible, so vines 
are maintained by hand and without use of residual weed killers or insecticides.  

      

greece
Alpha Estate  |  Amyndeo

The Alpha Estate is located in Amyndeon, in the north-west of Greece and is the brainchild of two visionaries: 
second generation winegrower Makis Mavidris and Bordeaux trained Angelos Iatrides. The Alpha Estate holds 
the Integrated Crop Management certificate and uses high quality, deeply eco-friendly growing practices in 
its vineyards. The implementation of sustainable integrated viticulture and winemaking practices based on the 
most recent international standards enables the production of wines with great typicity. 
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greece cont.

Domaine Biblia Chora  |  Kavala

The estate is situated on the slopes of Mount Pangeon at Kokkinochori, Kavala. In 1998, Vassilis Tsaktsarlis 
and Vangelis Gerovassiliou created an organically cultivated vineyard, which today covers approximately 
140 hectares. The estate vineyards sit at an altitude of 400 metres, on infertile, rocky soils and are farmed 
organically. Using minimal intervention and mechanisation, the vineyards are managed using traditional 
methods, whilst respecting the environment, the local flora and fauna and the people involved. (Although 
the vineyards are certified organic, the wines themselves are not certified.)

 

india
Fratelli  |  Akluj

Fratelli is the brainchild of three sets of brothers who nurtured the desire to create a product in India, which 
follows Indian traditions whilst meeting international standards. Innovative and modern in its thinking, 
Fratelli is investing in a solar project to supply 50% of its energy needs. With the local community in mind, 
the winery also treats its used water, offering it to local farmers to use on their own fields.

 

Sula  |  Nashik

“At Sula, we’re focused not only on making great wine but also on making great wine well. And since 
great wine starts with the environment, it’s in our best interests to take good care of it,” says Sula.

Sula has many environmental and sustainable initiatives such as rainwater harvesting, 
use of LED lighting, cleanliness drives and a focus on community engagement.   
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italy
Castello Vicchiomaggio  |  Chianti Classico, Tuscany

Although not certified as organic, producer John Matta uses a number of organic processes in the vineyards 
at Castello Vicchiomaggio. Following an organic ideology, pesticides are not used in the vineyards.   

  

Michele Chiarlo  |  Piedmont

Chiarlo are certified by VIVA, an Italian association which promotes sustainable viticulture. 
Its vineyards have been ‘sustainable’ since 2006 and the first plots were certified in 2010.

In the vineyards, cover crops of fava beans are planted, organic fertilisers and herbicides are used and fungal 
diseases are treated with copper and sulphur sprays. To reduce the impact on the environmental, lighter 
weight bottles are used.

   

lebanon
Chateau Ksara  |  Bekaa Valley

Ksara is part of The Lebanon Environmental Pollution Abatement project, which is a World Bank initiative 
supported government. The business has carried out an environmental audit and is busy reviewing the 
vineyard and winemaking practices.
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New ZealanD cont.

Rockburn  |  Central Otago

Rockburn is part of Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand, a body established in 1994 to provide a best 
practice model of environmental practices in the vineyard and winery. Winemaker Malcolm Francis designed 
the winery to best reflect his own philosophies: to treat the fruit and the resulting wine as gently as possible 
and with the minimum of interference.

 

Saint Clair Family Estate  |  Marlborough 

Accredited to Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand since 2009, Saint Clair monitors and records its 
pesticide usage and implements strict withholding periods before the fruit is harvested from each vineyard. 
Some of the sustainable initiatives already implemented at the winery include reducing their landfill waste by 
40% through recycling glass, cardboard and plastic, using a substantial amount of recycled packaging and 
reducing their water consumption significantly.    

spain
Javier Sanz  |  Rueda

Vineyard management practices such as site selection are used to ensure the planting of more resistant vines 
with the aim of reducing disease, rather than using pesticides. Only organic fertilisers are used and Javier Sanz 
is working hard to conserve the old family vineyards by reintroducing native varietals that were on the brink of 
extinction, such as Malcorta.

In the winery they believe in intervening as little possible and the wines are made using the minimal use 
of sulphur. Photovoltaic panels cover the entire roof of the winery and electric vehicles are used to travel 
between the winery and the vineyard reflecting a commitment to renewable energy.  

              



26 | 

PRODUCER CHART
Producer region country

certified 
organic

biodynamic
minimal 

intervention 
/ low sulphur

sustainable

Doña Paula Mendoza Argentina X

Piattelli Mendoza & Cafayate Argentina X

Berton Vineyard South Australia Australia X

Eden Road Canberra District Australia X X

Ocean Eight Mornington Peninsula, 
Victoria Australia X X

Laissez Faire by Larry 
Cherubino Western Australia Australia X

Cherubino Wines Western Australia Australia X

Viña Echeverria Currico Valley Chile X

Viña Pérez Cruz Maipo Valley Chile X

Oveja Negra Maule Valley Chile X

Château de Grand Pré Beaujolais France x X X

Château  Lestrille Bordeaux France X

Domaine Jean Goulley Bourgogne France x X X

Domaine Joblot Burgundy France X

Domaine Pierre Naigeon Burgundy France X X

Domaine Nicolas Rossignol Burgundy France X X

Domaine Albert Morot Burgundy France X

Clos Troteligotte Cahors France x in conversion X X

Domaine La Rouviole Languedoc France x X

Domaine de Cigalus, 
Gérard Bertrand Languedoc France x X X

Prima Nature, Gérard Bertrand Languedoc France X X

Naturalys, Gérard Bertrand Languedoc France x X

Clos d'Ora, Gérard Bertrand Languedoc France x X X X

Château de Tracy Loire France X
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Producer region country
certified 
organic

biodynamic
minimal 

intervention 
/ low sulphur

sustainable

Domaine Lavigne Loire France X X

Alphonse Mellot Loire France X X

Domaine Georges Vernay Rhône France X X

Domaine de la Ville Rouge Rhône France x in conversion X X

Domaine des Cigalounes Rhône France x in conversion

Domaine Saint Damien Rhône France x X

Domaine des Carabiniers Rhône France x x x x

Domaine de la Solitude Rhône France x

Alpha Estate Amyndeo Greece x

Domaine Biblia Chora Kavala Greece x

Majoros Tokaj Hungary x

Fratelli Akluj India x

Sula Nashik India x

Basilisco Basilicata Italy x

Michele Chiarlo Piedmont Italy x

Ancilla Lombardy Italy in conversion x x

Castello Vicchiomaggio Tuscany Italy x

Colomba Bianca Sicily Italy x

Santa Maria La Nave Sicily Italy x x

Chateau Ksara Bekaa Valley Lebanon x

Mahana Nelson New Zealand x x

Rockburn Central Otago New Zealand x

Saint Clair Marlborough New Zealand x

The Three Foxes Swartland South Africa x x

Javier Sanz Rueda Spain x

Pinord Mas Blanc Priorat Spain x x




